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.-Funny :;;ort of', ·a year. J084, that· fg.' N·otbing inuch seemed .to ·happen 
.at ::all�. Low p_oints .wer.e lock .of cojll trains to· spo·t, Boy 'Georg�;� York:·· <linosa·ur exhi-
. bitioh, few _rnes�li th spotting, expedi t:Lons, G .• E .• G.B. :riucleilr flask varia.'al'ism:-of: 
46009 to prove nothing whatsoever, all dogs·, .·BMx bikers. on pavem.ents; ·absertce' .. bf 
Nicki Debuse, earth mysteries magazines.' decline, John Lowe· losing· t6 Crafty · 
Cockney; T�q:ny Benn, Eth.ipia, Paul Weller,:· hangovers-, publicity :for Roylaty,:. post­
_men,: Tam'Daiyell, .· ha'rf'penny' s demise, s·cargill:; hedgehog-:-f�avour�p. crisp�' ·T .• O.J., 
,;The� 8'till.::Lvaris'1 and Polydor Records.· - · 

, .. , .High p_o�nts were· naming ·o:r· more ·H.S.'T .. 
power cars, The Kane Gang; ploughman's. lunches, 'Bruce Sprinssteen, ··"Wnat's Brewing", 
!'at Benatar, saus�ge and onion-flavoured crisps, Hurricane Higgins, "Priva·te Eye", 
Berwick'·s ''Twee·dview Hotel; ne·w t'echrtology at the·:Hartl:epool Mai+, P.age . 5, music 
fanzines' eip

.
los.ion, 7Ediiibui--gh;· buildin:; Al pond in the ga:rden, .. Tetley � ·s Bit'ter, 

_Seething_ Welis ·and A ttila "the Stodkbr.oker,. 'vi deo: recording, TV showi.ng·· of· "Fat 
Garr.et and Billy the· Kid" .-and Caroline Munro in .-�'' Sta_rcr�sh", kes t:r-els . hove.ri�g, 

'11nda 'Lusardi;· Darl.irigtonts Glittering Star;- "Dallas'�, Ax�,- ·cycling, .. great . · · 
crested newts and doliectine frogspawn:, Yorkshire: Ranger tiD.cl<:ets . -��d .the n��ed 
s.ummer dancer-s of Tamworth. 

" ·  · 

. Of which ·r have a little··information to im.part. ·You may recall .their 
mids-ummer· nak0d··'ritual ci\"1/orting in,Hopwas .Woods,-Staff., Ws,lS a si+ly �season 
s tutliier ·for the tabloids-.· Sixteen members of Or do Argenteum. A strum --:- ten men and 
six women -- leaped around a,fire at midnight and a suspicio'LU;) fa.:rmer �epor.teq. 
"s-trang� goings. on.� As the DAILY EXPRESS ch,$erfully summed up in its "�allowe' en 
Week Special -- The Wilch: Report'·': . "Ttoub.le was, they were as h.igh as wl tch�s on 
broomsticks from cannabis a�?- _wound up in eo�t." .-. 

. . . r.• 

. • .. 
Jim- Lee·s. of- the .Order ,wro<te. t.o. me to say: "I was reading in QUICKSILVER 

. HER�GE of your conviction that astrology , was. born in A:,tbton. This· ·fact· i·s borne 
out by �he zodiac following the. clima .. tic and agricul turai� ha.bi ts of ·these islands. 
The U.K.· ··is: governed by Ar1e& �- the ·beginning· ·of .the zodia.c --_· quite l-iterally 
ali_ things begin and end here·. ·· 

·uour a.ttention was drawn . to leys
.
via .the deciphf3rinB_of ·a ·boqk.by.h. Cr9wley. 

He claimed that it WaS dictated to him by an angel, in 1904. ou.r researches revealed 
thG\� it pr6�ud�d a new· order· of· the English .alphabet that when applied :tO·· his book 
"The Book of· the Law" ·revealed a system of .rmtual based on. astrol-ogy. and. l�ys·-· The 

.· ·-tas_kin hand now· is to· either prove or disprove this hypot}:lesis.·.Vle are fortunate in 
·�- tha:·t·mos·t·of the planets are placecl. in·the s.w. quadrant.- a·ndthe s\lh.conjunpts 

· Jupiter on ·necember 14; ·--1985. At ·this .. time several lodges .bf :this, -Order will..· 
attempt to invoke the earth forces -:to re·g.enerate-Albion using .the apkh .as a primary 
s;ymbol. The circle used by this lodse is Arbor Low. The opportunity to awaken this 
power will not occur with such strength for many hundreds of years." ·so it wasn't 
just an excuse for getting high and ogling at nakedness! 

. . .. . . .. . .. . . ....• .. 



FROM GEORGE STEPHENSON TO rAROLE-ANNE STEPHENSON 

(CHANGIN� LOCOMOTIVE NUMBERS AND NAMES ) 

by PAUL SCREETON·-.-�·.:. 

Was 47216 born Jmder a bad sign? It could be argued that one of the most extraord­
inary symbolic events performed during the 1980s was the n9n-arp�trary ren�qering of 
"jinxed" diesel electric locomotive 47.216 by British Rail·>· ... · .. . .. · -· · · ·  ·· · · .  -�·.-: .. '_r: . . :. ·. 

I . · .  • 

It is not eVf1rY �y that one witn�sses such a monolithic ' institution as' being a 
seeming source .of:wh'at,wovld'··appe'ar'·a1-rhost to ' be ·the.'performance of.a··numerological 
magical rllfual · upon� one "of' its. apparently cur'sed :locomotives. Yet for no· "logical" 
reason was 47216 to receive a new identity as 4729.9 in late :).�81. Renumberings only 
occur normally if' a locomotive:. hEt$· rec.e� -ved .[. r'dl.jo)-. .mo.C..ifj.cq tiori which ne.ces sita tes 
a number cha-nge' ··so the, the TOPS computer can ide.nttfY (ts: new s1.1b-classification for 
allocating it duties cgmrn,.�,Il;�_ura te· · with. its r�-e

-
quippecf .capabilities. 

Perhaps only the "Gr.ea t T$in Robbery:·i locomotiye; ·D�26 --. ·becomin.�f. 40i26 .. . un!3-er 
the TOPS renumbering - .:. has, bad the journalisjtic jinX tag applied more often �nd with 
greater reason (but that's another story) . While 40126 was condemned for· scrap in 
mid-1984, the mishap-prc>ne ha.p:Les·s 472.9.9 .�.t . .the sar:ne. t�me received authorization for 
two new cabs after its latest escapade� Not just little boys -- and their dads -­
play at trains, but just as youngsters stage-manage model train pile-ups, it seems 
some ethereal gods spor:t with _British Rail, seeking currently to add 47299 . .to.their 

. . . .. . . � . . V.a.lhalla of motive power . '-1' • · • 

It ·-is. difficult to track •. d�wn. tlle 
' �o��e of_,prba� ... b

.
eli�·r ·tale�, btlt. ·it would seem 

that the·re was. sufficient·,· concern �I:ld willingness to alleviate the "pr-ed.:tct_i.ons of 
impending doom" . (1) surro'\.l!ldi�g .4'?216 fo_r officialdom to .ecce�tricai\y -- ot-: ·other-.. wise _ _; approve the renumbering tq .4729.9 , in- i981. Anothe:r version . cl·a.;ims the renumber­

. ·ing occurred "after a soothsayer,,predi�ted' a. crash: irivo�yiru�' i "C in .its earifer guise, 
4721611• (2) . 

'

. 
. 

. . .  · ' � . .  

· ·T . .e most complete version of the legend which vvas to mystify the. trainspotting 
fra�erni.ty · appeared in a national n�wspaver on April Fqol' s Day. However, the story 
was· · no · joke. In all seriouf?ness a clairvqyanj;: was· reported . as having. se�n· in her mind's 
ey:e a-.big'·hlue. locomotive· h.auling oil tankers' heading for a .c:ra�h which ;would involve 

·.·a ratality. The WTiter related that "so vivid was ,her picture: that the_ clairvoyant 
co�d· ev·en. 'decipher the number �of . .th�. freight e�gine :-:-.:.. . 472�6." :( 3) .: . . ·: . 

Two· y.ea�s ia t_er, ·-and.' ·as:· 472�9, .· ori ··December 0, 1983:, ·:whilst hauling a 9-00-:tpn oil 
tra.in t}:i� t' very locomotive col'l;idet head-on with· a Cleethorpes to· Sheffield two-car 
dies'el m�l tiple unit at Wra:by '.June tion, BarnetyY-' near s cuntorpe' Lincolnshire. student 
Rachel Taylor (19) , died and five others were seriously injured, the d.m.u •. -was 
sever·ely· damaged, and· both cabs.· of 47299 stove in. 

As . :_�i th all urban b'elief ·tales validity is· Sketchy and th.e ·olairyoyaht ·remains 
anonymous. "In a. telephone· call to British Rail she· insisted her· name be kept sec:tet 

� befor� 'she, .des cri bed the . accident in iz1inute. det'ail." -(3)' 
'However' the ·renumber�ng. is in no -dispute' and.tho�.gh,_ far:_fetched .to some extent, 

it would seem there.:..is no othe_r;.explanat:Lon than super.s.ti tioh: that: it .occurred. 
: . ' . . . ' . ,. . . ..

. -. 'SoUrce for the· major. :':leill:a article on the su'Qjec;t was railway en.thmsiast H�ward 
Johns'ton (3·2), of Sawtry, near .Huntingdon�· Cnmbs., who o� seeing ii). December,_ 1981, 

.B.R. had· ·renumbered 472J,.6 .for no a::)parent ;reason, telyphoned :its home. depot �-

Immingham -·- · for.- an ;e.xp-lana tion •. ,_· : . · · · ·· 

He said: "I was astonished when they told me 47216-hnd been renumbered .'because of a 
: clairvoyant's: preQ.ic.tion . - They . . said . they ,had been wa�ped of an .�q,cident and gave me 

precis:e:·de.tail.s .. They were _det.��mined to ·play safe .and ruade .a spe.cial · application to 
B.R. H.Q. 'in London to .change the number� I rend �bov,t the c.rasl:. -�t.Wraby junction in 
.my newspaper, b-ut, it was not until a frie�d rang to. teU .ne tha.t' it was 4729� that 
·the· incredible .story pie_ced . . together o" .. 



.,;,· 

�-
. -�-

. -

An·-authori tY- figure. normally- appears· in nn urban· belief- tale; -to- add creden.ce:,, ... if' 
needel,--and' a ·.-spokes.mari for�t.B;�·R.·--wh�ri ·coirfirLil.ng to the journalist the hist6r*_.of the 
locomotj,.ve, pint forward the police in this role: · · · r-. · · · 

- _
_
_____ , __ - ···-- --- .. -·- ····-·· ·  ·- .. . ·- ·-·---·-·-- -··· "It aee�§: _ :ttle change ... of number .made no difference to the pr.edfclion; n- he- ·sai·a�·-'"The 

clairvoyant was known to the police and "i't was deo�ded to t�ke, her at h�r _wo:rd •. . Yfe 
decided that i;t._ would be better nbt ··to ·tempt· fate . • . " 

, . . -, . . 
. . 

' . • . .  • •  . ··.. .

•

. 7 • • � : 
.: . .., . l . • . 

. . · 
.

• : ·. '-.._ . . .· . :_.: .. : . � . • - . - ·. ; ,.:. n . 

I last saw 47216/:4729-9·· a c_oup:Le . _of_. years ago �� again hauling an· o·i�.' trar-n or. 
tanker empties .... � a:t ,Sheff'iel:<i �dland sto tiori_.,:.� It oelongs. to. a s er�_es of· �he 500- _ _  
plus generally:: U.Udist�guished but reliable .4JJPCX setie� ·_jacks of all. _trndes whi�h 
can be seen on various freigh�. or pas s�nger wqrkings· an_d\.;�nclude a numbe"r named'! to 
revere early former Grent Western Railway locomotives. Their�names include ODIN and 
THOlt, but even this gods-fear:;L.ng. f.actor has. failed to lift the seeming cur_se on their 
fellow machine. Others are; �meq. after- ·c·ounties, rivers, univetsfties,_ ·a:· s:teelworks, 
associations with Scotland and Ge.ordieland, and various perso_nalfties� .·. 

. . . . . ' . . :: .... � i . "' � .. 
. ' 

In fact, the subject of locomot�ve·: namings is an interesting; ·examp:l:-.e o�:. giving�. 
special individuality to s·ubi'az4ma-te· ·obJects. A seemingly innocuous: ;subject, ·but 
loC'omotive naming has arou$ea· a�furore: recently among ferroequirtol:ogists (students- of 
the iron horse), who wer_� hOt. preyiq.usly knoYin to be· political; ·.they accepted the 
BattU of Britain class ·,·spamcans'�-�hamed after World War II squadrons, bas.es;: and 
air chiefs; Royal Scot class· .regirri�nts j arid the diesel-hydraulics namad 'after ·warships. 
The first generation of Warships was .sunk by their non-standard. hydraulic . t�ansmission 
and so an unimaginative B.R.· tran .sfer·red fleet names to its new prestigious ·class 50s. 

So far so good. Then Rail ·Enthusiast · magazine· echoed sentiments of pacifism i� its 
letters column decrying the "warmopgeringn choices of names which had been attached 
for several years. The r-esponse s·eeffis. to have been sparked off by: the .applic�tion of 
�dditional plaques· to locomotives bearing names of ships involved·in.thle Falklands 
contretemps. 

· · 
o . 

The motive for naming locomo�ive$ a-fte� -regiments, air squadrons, or,_wnr$hips.i� 
unclear. Several classes· have be_en 'described in railway literature as_ '.'.the loconictives 
which won the war", generally ·a:ppli�d to the authors' favourite- cl?ss .or,, compa.ny · i-;t 
seems. I preferred to see- :the magnificent Del tics with racehors-e names �a�he:r than 
the representatives carrying regiment nomes. Far more sui tabJ_e. Del'tics w�re; certainly 
not designed to haul troop trains. 

· . 

- · � . .:.. · 
Now at great expense, B.R., in a mood of weirdness even stranger thnl'll 

,
472�:e ! :��:�.�enumft ,�-

bering, has renamed one of the sf:orementioned 50s Warships-. HERCULES: hns· become·· SIR · · 
EDWARD ELGAR. The engine has been repninmed from regulation blue to green. The Western 
Region hl:id -- pleilty ·of .ci:ass 47s it could hnve ·:named without denameing a. l�ocomotive. 
Sp�.io:u& j-rgumants h�y� been .aired ·as to def_ending this ·acti

_
ori such . ·as· addin.g. "..-a�iety" 

to.o:t;he ·50s,'no actual-_ship, Hercules remaining anyway, ·and· the · bunfight --:sorry, 
ceremony _ _ ... j. ·was=,·· suggested ns �(3:Gs-:ting £20,000 and this has: not· been denied·. . .. . . . .· - . . \ 

. . . . . . . '·. - . . .. · .. : . . . ; . .. . . . . 
· "That:. saviour uf ;the nation: s :.:sanit-y, ,THB S.UH, _..._:that jingoistic _ _ org_a_:rf __ which pulled 
us through· �he darkest- hour against the appalling :add$ of the Arg�es -- :whe,re were you 
in the 'greEd; locomotive-naming debnte? Why no "20 .Things Y6u.Pidn't.;Eylow ).bout Ene{ine 
Naming · Ceremonies·"-? Well, here" s my· humbl� .choice for a. complete reh_8rtt=!-.ng 6'f_ th�-. c·las s 
50s·. I feel · that as'. girls barGd their chests for The. Stin camaremen ·.ns- th,e ·Task ·Force 
proudly sailed ·for the Sout{l_ Atlantic, we should· salute a s�lectioz} of Page 5 fnv_ouri tes 
from the past .decade�_ Instead of a ship's crest above the na·mepl.ate _ij.ow about. a 

· 
meta+ _topless' replic�. to give a thrill to the the general public arid give an added 
incentive to the trainspotte:r.s: who· take nanaplate rubbings · with wall.paper reel ends 
(the juvenile ·versio·n. of brass .rubbings of depnrted knlilghts on tombs. in old churches). 

This-liberal ·policy: if· put into action could mnke the expression "pulling a train" 
t�ke on: a whole new tt�aning" (i.e.· .normally referring. to a girl willingly haVing 
multip�-e intercourse, usually in a·Hell1s Ang�ls situ,c:ltion)! -�q.we .would.be.going 
from_ that pioneer of the formati,ve railway age George ·Stephenson to the delightf'ul 
gra9,ients of the nubi:Le·Page 5 modeller Carole-Anne Stephens6n. 

. . -- . . . 
� .. 

. 
. 

'f 
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CLASS. 5o· · · ENGLISH. -�:.ELECTRIC. TYPE 4 . cql:-:--. GJ 
---------------------- ----------- -------- - ---------- ____ ·..:_ __ _ _ _  ._·.;_ __ ..:.. ·�1.; __ :_ __ ...;.�� . : " -

:_"'I, I 

Built� 1967-:-66 · . �Weight: 117 ;t 
. 

, Brake Force: 59 t': .. 
Engine: E.E. 16CVST of 2010 kW (.27DO hp) at 8:50 rpm. 

. . . . 

Tr�ction motors: Six ;E,E. 55.8/5A axle hung Wheel dia.: 1092 mm (5' 
.Max. T�E. 216 1-N (485'00 lbf') · · Power at rail: 1540 kW (2070 hp)_· 
·.:cent. T.E.: 147 kN·(�.5QOO lbf) at 25.5,�mph. Max speed·: 95 mph..:. 
TTH ;Lnd�x: 61. . 

. · 

MW.: orange square ·-RA6 All 
-'' 

:� 

· 

· . . 
' J :. ·?oriner ly n�be:red - 4(1-449, 400;. 

. 5p001 J:i.'lly ·. J ohnzon ' 
50002 Nina Carte�

. ·' · 
50005 s tephariie · Mar:t.ian 
50004 'Ri ta PenningtO.n '· 

50005 :Karen Richardson· 
50006 Tcissa Hewitt. 
50007 Helen Ferguson 
50008 Carol .Dwyer 
50009.Denise Perry· 
5.0010. Kerry:Lou Bayliss 
50011 Sheree Boy4.and 
50012 Denise Denny · 

.50013 Anne Wes.t 
50014· Nicki Debu�e 

': '50.01.5 Lorraine· Paul · 

50016 Debbie Boyland 
500�7. Jane Warner 
-?0018.. K:lm . Mills· · · · · 

' : 50019 pebbie
. 

Smith.·.: 
. · 50020 $�ie Wa tk1ns·_ 
50021 Penny .J'ai:'natt· 
50022 ·sian Adey-Jones. 
�00?� Jackie Jones 
500'24 Minet.te McFarlane 
50025 Caroline Christensen 

' .• 

t . 

50026 Diane Lowe · . 
50027 Carole Needham 
50028 Karen Kelly· 
50029 Nike. Clark 
�bo�o· Janine Jgme,s 
50031 Glaudia Ma�tin 
50032 Sue. Simmonds· 

. 50035 ·bhristine st6:ne 
. ·  50034 D:� vina La �ie 

· 

. . 5oo35 J·a.nine Andre�s . . ; . 50036 Angi�· L·ayne· 
50057 joanrie.·Lat�am. 
50038 Helle ·::Kjae·r 
50059 Erica Preston 
50040 Carole-�nne· s·tephenson 
50041 Karen Cla.�ke 
50042 Corrinne Russel' 
50043 Tracy Dixon 
50044 Linda Lusardi . 

50045 Gil'iian de:· T�ville ... 
50046 Samantha .Fox ·· 
50047 Suzanne Mizzi: 
50048 De bee· Ashby ,,. ' 
50049 Tracy Neve 
50050 �.e:ol.ey Ashley 

�e. 

·! 

. ' � ; . . � 

' .: ·:. �r. 

. . ) 

't ... : . ·· 

: . ( �-. t: ! : ' ... · . . . . �: 

� T�his article· happens to be. adapted from .one whioh appeared in The :iitymbol·, s timuia ted 
'by'-.a· piece by its .editor; Nig�l �ennick on beli:-lor� .and maning suqh f'tinctional · objects. 
He Chose to dele-te my list .of 50 girls' .names, . which as editor is �his per egative·� .A 
few days .after his noble organ appeared,;. Railway ::World hit the ·booksta.'nds and with 
surprising _synchroniqi ty dealt in a casual way with class .)0 names. 'Tt:a noted ar.ticle 
an.d phot'ographic . bontrihutor Derek Cr'6ss had· die'd at the .age of M on: May :?1,:: 1984 • 

. The. �a,]_ �or's admirable appreciation · of Gross's work and personality ip;clude.d · th.e. ·' . 

'· following: '�Many railway ·enthusiasts are apt .'to take themselves and their hobby too 
. seriously," ·l:).ut Derek was never to be accused·· of .that.· He one� .sent me a list of. the 
· class 50s (at the time they. ·vrere ... being given their wars· hip ::identities) named after 

all tpe things. in �odern society ·that he hated.most. It was convincing enough to be 
taken s eriousl:y." (5) · 

But just to· give the rea�er a. literary cold shower and shift to anoth�r track a�d 
box clever _..:. the real names of those class 47,s I._began with ..:. _ 47484 is ISAMBARD i. 

KINGDOM BRUNEL . .- .There ha�?,. long been a l�gend _·tha t Freemason Laughing •am had th� ·sun 
shine: through his ·Box Tun!lel on his birthday on April 9. · :· The co�dlusion reached i'!f the 
col illnns of the .Railway: Magazine :. 20 yea:r_-� ·ago was 

. 
that al t�ough Brunel and · hi,�. survey­

ors. a-tt�)llpted to achieve .this symbqli.c exploit, they were inadt?qua tely; proficient at 
determining atmospheric refraction� .. As a . result, the sun sup·posedly .sh�iles· through on 
dates ranging from April 6 to April 8. -- but not on April 9. ( 6). Yet accotd.itig :to 
Philip Atkins, librarian at the National Railway Muse.1tiD, York, gangers on the Bat h to 
Chippenham line have reported the occurrence as late as April 17. To attempt to align 
track in such a non-functional way must be the epitome of persoanl symbolism. (7). 

• 
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. P_.S . To quo te.: '' Jinxed cla s s  47 47299 meanwhile i s  bn ck in traffic after its collis ion 
-.�repairs, rio t.ic.enble b_ecause the new cabs are two inches higher than the. res t of the 

·· · bo'.dys ide� iovv·e�. profil � /· �nd the buffer beam lacks the uslidl raised edge. n- ( 8). :"' 

THE VliZlillD OF STANLET (Part 2.) 
.hY PAUL SCREETON ' .· 

* * 

v�_sits to Stanley wo�l� include a ·sampling of the wine for the as trological month .. 

The bo ttlrewere kep t  i�· the ·m�st from which Tom viewed the fireball . As we�l as wine­
mBtking; the · C oles made �mues li, ·a mixture which i s · an a cquired ta s te. wh�re the i� tial 
cos t· may seem high but wor�s out ridiculous ly cheap in the long rup. . It had just been 
introduced mn commercial pa ckaged formns _Alpen. . · · · · · · 

·.There w�r� also rows of herhs in b ottles on s helve s , a particular interes t of Shnr­
on's .. She offered a titbit o:f mycol0gical advice one day' when we were taking Ava1on 
a cros s the golf links at Seaton Carew for the dog to have a crazy run on the be�ch; 
a trea·t-which s ent it into e cs tas ies .  Shnro n  found a mus hroom nnd obs erved that the 
� . ffect of any-.·�ushroom would e cho i t s  imme diate . envi�o�ent ... One fro� h lush pas ture 

. would :·be · wholes ome' whereas . its cous.in from a . derelic t  b omb s ite would make' you feel 
. ns if the . . Luf�;mffe ·were:;bom.bing the walls of· :your s anity . 

. . �= . . 

ROCK ON TOMMY 
. Tom�?. interes ts were wide, ranging from pop musi c  ( identifying with the title.· 

. . ·.·chara c ter in The Who ' s  rock opera " Tommy" ·and referring to Mich Jogger, evading tax 
iri Frni10e, o.s " the king in exile " ), through the ·vis ionary writing of .William Blnke, 
theoris ing on the whereabouts of the allegedly still sleeping King .Arthur and s ecre t  
hiding plnce. of the bones o f  Saint Cuthber t, t c  a cautious fas cinn tion with cults 
. ( when it was known· it was his birthday at .Findhorn; ··he · was asked in the chapel to 

· choos e  a hymn 1n celebrn tii9n o.nd he s elected "All Things Bright ··and Beautiful;! as 
the only on� he covld recall ) .  · · 

; · · · · . . . · .·' _·. · 
;· 

Tom lived'ea ch day as it  came� He o c css i0nally painted s igns for th0 . . llkes or' 
farmers and deli vert;,;d groceries from Durham Ci.ty tc. outlying ar�cis a couple of . dE1ys 
a week, and this gaye him the finailEi11 s ecurity to spend the remninihg time on 
pers onal pro j ec ts . He had abandoned full- time emploiruent in 1966 with the reclnssif­
icn tion of na ture to the " zodia c . rule" n·s his · m8in tasko He hnd s erved his time as 

... an· �e:ro:ma�tical ehginaer, by.t had not wish to re turn to. this. He applied f�or the j ob 
· of Northumberland f.oo tpa ths ··:off·icer, which would have been . j us t up his· s tree t.; �ever 
idle,ye t nev·kr hasty; 'fom' s ·�ay ·of li·fe f ollowed a s pontnneous path . 

As far as his per-s onal his tory went it  Wf)..S lnrgely .. erased for ny benefi.t. He ·.claimed 
gypsy roots for himslef and tinker heredity for his wife . He did have · a gaily-coloured 
tra ditional gypsy caravan nt the back of the� hous e and tol.d me his · taktng ·it to 
.A.ppleby fnir behin:C:t h;is Lan·d-.:..Rover co.us ed s one. rais ed eyebrows. ar.1ong- tra di tion..'ll 
·tra celling folk . 

He s hunned much of· : the CO!ilmercial world yet carried n chequebook a nd his evas ively 
Eiys teriOUS smokes cre�n on hi�. _pas t  rolled nv1ay Sonewhat the day he· got ·out. his scrap­
bo�)k of pers anal cuttings . There wns the s tory a bout . �z��fz]i how he. ·prbtes ted ab­
out the planre d felling_ of a tre e  by s itting in i t, which faintly conjures ·up the 
s hm:mn�s tic notif of · the World Tree and· :the. mag.ician among ·its borughs:. There was also 
ano ther cutting nbout hin barric ading hitJ.s elf in his hous e,· though I cnnnot. -rec.all the 
circums tances . 
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There was also an account of his terrestrial zodiac discovery from his local news­
pape� (Following this a car outside his home was allegedly vandalised and Tom believed 
it was in retribution for his revealing the whereabouts of the cathedral in earth. How­
ever, the attackers did not have the psychic power to realize the car was not Ton's 
or ev�n know� to himo). Though he hardly gave the impression of wanting to court pub­
lici tyl .l).e did· write two articles for 11The Ley Hunter". But pride of place went to an 
o�d Sunday newspaper piece with picture of hinself and friends being deported from one 
of the Channel Is-lands.· They-looked like beatbiks a:nd this ha9. q�aged the sep�ibilit-
ies of the cultured natives of whatever island it!· WflS. 

- · · · · · .. · · · 

THE GRIM REAPER 
It was while sleepine rough i n  the Channel Islands that Ton experienced _the phenon­

_enon which is generally seen as a najor aspect of shamanistic initiation. He and his 
friends w�re sheltering in a World War II concl!rete defensive bunker. In the darkness 
:Tom noted a light which raced towards him from the sky with bliridirig brilliance. 

ne held this experi��c
·
e in high reg�rd. Later, of ·course, was to come the zo-a.i·ac­

oessage fireball. Subseque'ntl.y·_ my wife and I when being taken home one night by the 
Col.es all watched for about half-an-hou:C a huge globe of light bobbing above the south 
works of British Steel's Hartlepoolplant as we-dr0ve from the Durhal!lJ plateau to the 
coast._ It is easy to dismiss this latter sighting as a reflection of sane steel 
p�oc.ess · on lbw-lying clouds, but others have seen weird phenomena over the .mills, 
i�cluding ·a group ·captain of I!lY acquaintance who .. in·,.all his Royal Air Force days had 
never seen �craft like it� In th ese days I was k�enly interested in ufology and 
could not understand why. Tom was decisive in not reading any ufological lmport.into 
any of these occurrences. Incidentally, when we arrived home that night we fo�d the 

... fuses in the house had blown in our absence, and so in one respect we were definitely 
not in:the light. 

.. 

,As, ·for UFC)s·, there has been some speculation linking these and· out-of-the-body 
�ncounters. Tom.claimed he had visited all the planets in the sol�r system by astral 
travei and found them to be nothing like resembling astronomers' predictions. He also 
insilsted he had travelled in his astral 11egg" to torment a. ·vicar for whm he delivered 
groceries. Another tale regarding a clergyman was of a Roman Catholic priest who was 
found "hobbled with ea broken ankle; also the victim of spontaneous human combuStion. 

To digre"Ss a mement ·regarding. this case of someone living near Tom. "Fortean Times." 
editor Bob Rickard had someone check newspapers for this case and as I recall found 
some evidence but a differ�ng date. Spontameous Human combustion is still a vexed 

. question yet regarded · as w·ell.-attes-.ted by many worthy researchers ·and non-proven 
superstition by its detrac.tors. Shamanism incorporates. mystery of fire as a key con­
stituent and during sessio�s sorce;rors swallow live coals, walk upon fire and touch 
red.-hot iron. These acts d�monstrnte the practitioner'� spiritual condition literally 
for a spirit is stated in their ideology to enjoy incompustibility. A resolution of 
t!re enigma of S .H .. C. may lie in the direct1inn of t�e victim vol·untarily or involunt­
arily meeting an ordeal by fire on the psychic plane and their failure resulting in 
the subsequent conflngratiodt 

. 
. . 

The. shaman's gift for healing 
.
and extra sensory perception join in the occasion 

on� Sunday when I had felt ill all day and was laid on the settee wwhen Tom arrived 
with a friend. Theyhad been -qp �adders all day painting andit had been very win'dy. 
His friend actl¥llly looked worse than I felt, but Tom said he felt they had to come. 
By the time .they left and hour or so later I felt on top_()f the world. T-om also 

. claimed.()nce he cured a boy's asthma· by placing hilil oh a specific stone at .the 
. �erby_shire henge . monument Arbor Low. 

On anoth�r occasion this. walking contradicition 7pay even have saved ny life. He once 
told me a curious tale of.seeing Father Tine in full regalia in broad daylight in his 
guise of the Grim Reaper. Later thnt day he struck a bird and upon stropping found it 
to be dead. Upon driving on he narrowly avoided a fatal smnsh himself arid concluded 
the sighting of the Grim Reaper and the bird's ·death, which he i'ormu�ated to have been 
a sacrifice on his behalf, were part of a cosmic scheme and lesson • 

.. � .: 

This particular tale surfaced in my oind as I was cycling between Sedgefield and 
Wynyard, in CoUnty Durnao. I was at a particularl� narrow part of the road when a 
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s nnli car overto ok·, a lnrg_e l orry a t  .speed . Th>e car pulled right out to ne s ide of the · • 

road, caus ing ne to swerve on to the ve;rge ·nnd into the hedge . :Upon dis entang1ing nys elf 
and. .uprigh�ing .the bj,cycle , I no tioE?d a s p�rrow lying by the roa ds ide � One wing was · 
ois s ing , it was biee dirig and s tunne d , . 's o · r crus hed the b o dy a s  quickly and huoanely as 
I could .. The part T on ' s tale playea · · in · the event nw t resain ibponderable .. Did s one. 
" guardian· · angel•' pr0oe s· s s elect i t. to.· res urfa c e  ,:in ny nind a t  tha t ins tant as a warning 
s ignal·? . Was it �S!.J. .q les son .tha t

. 
the s� 

.. 
11 coincidence s "  o c cur and are nearlingfuJL? Even, 

could the. tale ha ve be:e n  an invention ' of: Ton 1 s ,  kn'ovving prohe ti cally tha t it would . one 
day · have ;3ubs tance . for oe? . . . . . . · · . ·. · · · · . _ . . 

. 

Wha t is even xtarEK@SX:X s tran_ger i s  the :facih tha t. a' chilli:t:J,gly s lliilar 'incident oc curs 
in "'' Miracle Vis itors'' ; : by. Inn Vla ts one  This , inci dentally ,· i s . the nos t thought-provoking 
and intelle c tually abs orbing fictional _

.
book on the flying s aucer enigna . ' 

_ _ One o� the key chara c ters , Micha el ,  is : cycli�g a t  a poi:pt wherehe al�ays. freewheels 
a t· . s pped, but i s  s. tmppe·d by . two s trangers _El,nd bundle d  into their . car .  �ror.1 ins ide · one 
Dan · points to where Micha el· woul.d have , r ea ched , ��avelling very

. 
fas t, ·when· s uddenly :n 

pe trol tanker take s the b end in the oppos it e  dir e c tion, hi tting the . far verge , skidding 
out of control, over turning an� exploding . Tha t ' s how the alien des cribes it and · 

Mich.ael l:leli�ves i t . Until , tha t i s , . the · · tanker heads up the. hill pas t then with its 
driv.er : looking as if }).�. , s . s een a . . gho s t .  Nev�r theles s � · Micha el has been s aved by two Men 
in Brlack pa rke d in .thi.s anti qua_ted y� t: s eeoi_ngly brand ·new car . 

. 

To oe _ this fic tional reflec tioh of a . Per,s onal · ev-�nt. oade the. book espe �iaily intrig­
:. ui.p.g . As a o�ans of recoBnending the book, I ' ll digres s be:B-e a s hort while and s tres s 

its ·relevance to tho s e  •ihteres te d . in tbe-( paranorna� and ask yrha t all this has to do 
�i.t� earth oys terie s •

. 

. 
No t s ioply - tha t . the chara c ter ·Mi'chaei learns about " ley lines" and is le d to . pl�nt 

b ios ens ors as · ley/UFO linka ge e It is be caus e  this · a spe c t rJus t be c·ons idered in -the con­
tenct tha t ·v_irtually - all eler.1ents of the UFO nys te.ry are neshe d with c_ons iderable skill 
into . . ;the r narra tive-.. ' Ufology is a -reef around reality ,  encrus te d wi �h coral oythology of 
anc ient nrche types forever taking ;Jn new forrJ , but retaining a base arid buil ding forever 
to keep out all but the shrewdes t inves tiga tor and rea dy to de cieve and ens nare the 
unwary and unworthy . Wa ts on ha s a clear gra s p  of the conplexity of ufology :•and comes 
clo ses t  to forwarding an answer through the chara c ter D ea con , who s ays : 11 UF0 s - ·can 1 t 
yield t� our s cienc e ,  b ecaus e  they ' re pnr t  of a higher psychic p atter�"� .  and " • • • •  the 

, .. Sauc er eople - - · who are only . us ;  . of cours e ,  part of our collec tive psychi c life . "  ' ' 
\7a ts on

'
' s . ooore-·may . b'�·� sciene e

-
fi

.
c tlo� but its: inter� ctual as tringE:;ncy is s o  effe c t­

ive and s timul.a ting thn t it ooke-s-� -BO s..t s .er ious · non-.fic tiori ufoiogy wri ters s een · l;llce 
banal charla tans and slir:ly psychb tics ; rewri ting one a no ther I s  b )OkS ad naus euo aric f  
naus e�tingly being pa tronis ing to one ano ther as they plagiaris e s o  vilo ently ' tha t ea ch 
" new" work ' s only shock effec t · is

. 
one o'f teroinal de j a  vu . 

' '  I 

Via ts on expre�fs �s mucb of the UFO mythos ·in t.eros . .of p syc_hos o ciologica.l inte:rac tion and 
thi s , I believe is the _  ElOS t pronising route to a s olution .. With an ·ab ci.uc tee in . .. the ·re cent 
Aveley case talking nb'o:1i.t . .  =l..�Y. inforoa tion being given by aliens , it now s eens tinely 
for this tenuous ley/UFO . .  liE)c . to be apprais e d � . I s . U all a : coinc idenc e? .'Or. like: · the 
a c ci dents·- - i'iivolviiig T:q:,rrr� ·mys le:(' and -Wa ts on � s  .. ley. _·a c tiyf,t t·�:r , - �ichael ,  are we dealing 
with a psych1:Eni "s·urv:Lval sys ten s tre tching froo tne · i.ndi vidual to the G:ainn life-foro� s 
nervous n$·twork and on . to .cosmic cons cious nes s ?  

THE EXPERIENCE OF .DEATH 

. 'J_'he primary goal of the s haoan · is the experidnce of dea th and Tqm · C ole clair.re d he carae 
through th�s orde'al • . 

As no te d ,  T oo felt there wa s s ome thing s ienificant about the S t  Geo�g_e nnd the Dragon 
effigy · o.� the . wall of Hnr t  1 s S t Mary Magdalen Church . After we · had been there a s e cond 
time to s ee· - � t rind have a· t.ink . in the · Yfhi te Har t public _ hous e ,  T oo went home and began 
an attemp t 'to ' l earn wha·t , if · anything , was significa nt a t  Hart . Brom mulling· over 
white hni-t· �/ths , · to· me:di ta tion · ·als o to no · avail , nnd magicnl pra ct:tc es·, Tom came · to 
the concl!ili·foh · there �va s either a v�ry . ;well . kept s e cre t o t  Ha_r,t , qr �one a t  all . · 

He then res olved to tnke a dras tic cours e . He w,Juld u enter the underworld" J :r'P.t §.ooain 



. ..  
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previous-ly unexplored • . Af'�er. · s �ver_nl clays of veritlirine he re turned and told ne he fel t 
li.'ttle b enefit apa rt from the experience .of dea th • 

. Tom s aid his b.ody s ta nk of dea th. H;Ls hair wn s like ele c tric i ty . His. skin i tched , 
perhaps _ - from . a " den th nii:llte" • His 'Qre�th wa s horrible . . . . . 

S o after a s hJwer he hea de d  for· .a par_ticular hill , no t eve� fee�ing ' ·hungry . 

One o ther pos :ttive a s pe c t ,  however , emerged . He believed S t  George ' s lance was . · · · 
po:lriting to. s o!Je thing· of . ioportnhoe . At t�e time . the area immedia tely below the Hart 
effigy was rail-e d  off and oVergrown with ·red r o s es . 'rom S "t; rni s e·d s one one · of s t-ature 
could have been buried there . · Tfl.� rn ilings ·have now .gone, t��� ro s es ar·e pruned and I 
wa.s to.lO. tha,t a pr evious incunb ent ha d been la i d  to res t b eneath the dragon-s layer . 
· ' Har't - - doe s hav e  - claims . to fane , for her� Robert t};le Bruc e  of s p.ider fane was born , 
qS · was Derby winner Vol-:tigeur ;. a nd -by the nain s tree t s ta nds a glacial erra tic of ­
Vlhin S il:.l granite which 'could well be . a raarks tone in the ley sys ten . lt o c c n sional�y 
giv�s � off ' n voltage ranging fron pins · and nee dles s ens a tion to an unpla eant ele c-tric 
s hock . · �· · · · 

· · 

Maybe- Har t rema ined elus ive but a t  lea� t it led Too to the experience of dea th. ' ·  . .  
Certainly he nanaged an extra Jrdiriary · a c t  of wea ther raanipualtion, the authent�clt.y 
a:r· wnich I · can vouch for , but feel it unwis e  to enlarge upon . There are nany o ther 
aspects of his - te·a ching and pers ona3L affairs which are no t for publi c  consump tion . 
I cons idered telling the whole· s tory .in its full fa nt�is tic for'in and pro tec ting · Ton. 
uhder the cl oak of a nonimi ty ,  but I ha ve always felt tha t psudonymns lack a uthenticity 
and devalue any s ta teraent . I feel it inpor tant tha t there shcillfla: be public recogni ti.on 
of the fa c t  tha t there are people like T oo wi th s ha.r!lani s tic gifts among us and tha t  

. ea ch o f  u s  c a n  devel op toward 'the s e , be tter ours elves a n d  improve the l o t  o f  ht.lr.lani ty .  
To.n widened my hori zons , mane rae think for oysel'f and maybe s aved ny life . 

T �rn was an enigma tic and charismn tic chara c ter , a mixture of guru and tricks ter / 
man of . myths , na gic and mys tery . Thi s  is his s tory : a t  le as t' ppr tially . A portrait 
a� _least ·. 

Th� . �a s t I heard he was down Glas tonbury way . 
·-
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.ANCIENT SKILLS AND \liSD OM REVIE�l SECTION --- B OOKS AND NJ-i.GAZINES REVI�WED 

. '-'HERE BE J?R1,.9-0NS" by RA.LPH WHITLOCK (Allen & Unwin , £8-95) 
" THE LA.MBTON \fORM l-ti"'D OTHER NORTHUivffiRifJ� DPL.GON LEGENDS " by PAUL S CREETON 
(available fE_<?_m th�-i!.�i�S?.r -- a c1c1res s page 1 -- · for £5 , i:ac o pos t1:1ge) 

I' . 

Cartographers in the olden days when lef t  wi th a bla nk s p a c e  wi th no pla ce names 
to us e woul d  a dvis e " here be dra gons " and hope no inquis i tive naviga tor would re turn 
with a traveller ' s  tale to dis pell the nyth . 

Yet far .from being a t  the mercies of t�e map-mnking tra d e . or �onfined to exo tic 
lands , dragons have been . .  � :t tribute d to more mundane l o c a tions . The Chine s e  are far 
from having a dragon monopoly and .Bri tain is one of the riches t countries for the 
folkloris t s pe c ialis ing :ij1 . the tra eking down the wheres · and wherfores of dragonlore .  

We are luclcy in· th�t Rai;� Vlhi tlock ha s written an a dmlrably in'clus io:rlis tic · bo ok;;· 
wi th · every avenue of dragono·logy explore d from Neoli thic . s erp3 nt wors hip to f'lyiilg 
s aucer� and Velikovs kian come ts ; allegorical Chris tian:tty ov-er c oming pagah:!sm to many 
o ther c.ul tures ; the dra gon ' s  place in na tural his tory and means. of outwiE ting the 
beot"ta . 
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He cover:s --· �r'tifa cts·� ·· do·c\liri'e-nt·s�· ·- ·cres. ts· -and·· ·arrriorial·- f;>ear�rigs -;- · lands cape . . figures , and 

ancient cus tonrs· _ -- �:na:: t�ci-�:r- ·  rev·;iva·l ; : · .The-s e · a s pe--cts ' -put- the ' ;.�gDh �n OQnterl�- -and then a 
lengthy 190-ent�Y::. - gaz'ef�eer lls ts· ·;wh�re dr�-gons: a·�le·ge"dl�>a·I?p�ared 0� . whe!e- monuments 
to th�n have eJP_s'te·a �  from prehis tori·c barrows · and s tories---� named ·· af ter· drag-ons , through 
the ._ Nors e ··mytholo·gy' Tree of Life Nirvings t·o · elabora te. - alle gorical. depic t:l,_ons in var-
ious forms iri chur ches·. · · . _ .  

T�epe are . . pl�nty.r. of pho t9graphs of s ites, des cribed ahd_: ma�y mo�-e · · · lirre illus tra tions 
plus na t�onal map : pinpointing thE; . ga_zetteeer · �b e a t� oris .. · · · · · · 
· . :  Howa�er·, T have -fd;ung · J:.e·s ervatio· n.s · �bout 'Vlhi tiock ' s devo ting s o :  much s pa ce - to:-·

· 
carved 

figur�s ih churches or- · drag'cins or . other· : fabulous I ·beas.ts . Tl;.es ES �ould have been q_elete d 
- - ·  · :from t:h:e . ga zette�r- - s ec tion �bd_ . . been s imply mentioned in the ,\introduc -fJory chapt�rs • 

. Howev�r ; b1 do�ng' s o  he woula have grea tly reduced the s eerriingJ.-y s pe-cjtacula�- t9-tal of 
'B'ritis·h ; dT�gons � In fa'c t , greater res :e.g;rch . would probably a chieve , a .to tal of apound 500 
o:r �ttnore wi th'out r�corae to carvings ·. . . 

, My book on NJrthern dfngons can add to Whi tlo ck t s total . Indeed aft�r publishing my 
_ h9ok; - -± ·£o·ub.a --a: , we;Ll- documen.ted : legend · as s o ciated with C onisboro.ugh, near D oncas ter , 
- - �·i-tteA ' up_ :in ·,:' Northern Earth · Mys teries " articles · by T ed Arms trong • One; _ o tner Y::ork-

, · §-hi.re . . bne ' I nfis s· ed ,' · b�t· is ;included by 'Whi.tlocffi, - is tha t of B illy· Biter and- the - dragon 
· · · of Filey· •. Als o· t:hiit ·of S erlww , given -'by Whi tlock ,  gave me difficul tie s  in· · identifying 

its origin ·and relevanc·e· · ( was , 'the . skin :: a t  Hut ton Rudby or S tokes ley?) •: A va s t  number 
mo�� d�pic tions. in Yorkshire eh Jllli:l-ches are ·extant than· Whl tl.o c.k gives , as any reader 

.. of - :N. Pevsner ' s archi t'e ctuara] .. works ca·ri as -certain � 
As for the _S..ockburn Worm , . . the ceremony :perf-o:r.J+l.ed when n nevrly-ele cted. B ishop · of Dur­

ham bro·s se·s the Tees did no t die in 102.6 . In 1884 the controvers ial Profes sor .Jenkins 
tooY:_-. part . The. Grey s ton:e· ·is' in a fiel-d ahd no t the churchyard·. ·The m�.nor , hous e may 
well no:t be· demoli'shed .: C erta inly five years · ago i t  vias run by · two . dra gons- of women 
usi.ng · _i·t �as. a dalma tion res cue :centr� l 

On the res ervatio-ns apo'l).t the book front, he als o  rather overdoes: .thr.e hobby 4ors e 
mumming ,play a s peet . . ( a  pers onal hobby. hor::p e,? )  �:-. - iii).por tant though thi�� . pagan -s0'vival 
s e ems . This again allows for the to tal . to be increas ed,  wi th dubious evidence for 
s. tric t  dragon relevance . · 

- • '  • '  I . . 

Nevertheless , . , it pleas ed' .me tha t Whi tlo_ck and I ;agreq that the s o- called l!Jfi;ington 
White Horse warrants cons idera tion a s  a- - dragon and als o  that despite archae�lgis ts ' 
doubts· , antiquarian Vli lliam S tukeley was probably right_ ip. identifying' a coiled s erpent 
in the meandering megalit� at Aveb�. 

· . 

On a more politi'cal level I _ endors e his ·u:s;nge of pre-1971 county boundaries · fl::r 
England . and S co

.tlirid, a �  th�s e ar� arbitrary adrn:Lnis tra tiv<e arrnnge�s having no th­
_ ing · to do with 1 1 real11 geC?mantic apportioning of land and its. true 

_
balue .· . 

In fa c t ,  The motif of the hero . gaining lL1ncl for ·�idding the dis tri c t  of � - dragon 
is one of the fundamental a s pe c ts ·of th-- s erpent s tory . The many intrica te weaves 
i� the .�1ch tnpe� tty of S.dragonlore are well Z..h�ridle d.  . . by Whitlock, · who consis tently 
diaws , comparis ons 'between a s pe c ts of' differe-nt s tories ·.' He · als o is · a t  pains · to link 
cas es, of - geogrnphical ·propinquity where it s eer:is versions have be coiiB conf\l.sed ,- or have 
a common origin . 

The b ook is invaluable to the s erious folkloris t .  S o ,  I s uggest , is also my own 
work oil the sub j e c t o One ktnd reviewer of Vihi tlock' s work even urged Tenders. to seek 
out �y.- �w�- 'work:' in. - pref-eren.'P.'e!i as a regional s tudy: ·of in=uepth archival· re�earch .. 

•• • ·- • • • •• •• • • • • • • • ' P••- • •  � • • • •  �- � • • • • I . . • .. 

I was ,  of cours e ,  limited to. · Ieg.ends front Yorkshi.i'e ; Clev�land, _ C ountY D�ham, and 
-Northumberland, - but covered the s e  in grea t . detail . My res ear�h led to · le.ngthy a cc ounts 
of each s epara te legend plus dis cus sion of the . nature of the dragon from pos stble 
prehis toric -leftover to psychologi&lal arche type. Many , many pours were. , s pent in librar­
ies throughout three countie� gett�ng at the rare s ourc e  ma terial and Writing up . The 
book was . .  pro duced by · Tony and Jar1 Robert s  (Zo dia c Hous e )  who give i t  a marvellous 
layou.toc and pres erttation wi th 61.?- illus trations · and large s ize· flexiback forma t . A 
dozen !hr s.o copies · of the original run remain and can be purchas ed direc i;;ly from me . 

-- -- -- -- -- -----------------------�-----------------------------------------------------
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Tllli - EVIDENCE FOR ALIEN ABDUCTIONS by JOHN RIMMER; THE h"'VIDENCE . FOR 
UFOs by HILARY EVANS ; THE EVIDENCE FOR VISIONS Ol!, THE . VIRGIN - MARY 
by KEYIN McCLURE : THE EVIDENCE FOR BIG FOOT AND OTHER MAN-BEASTS 
by JANET & COLIN B ORD (Aqun rian Pres s  wi th ASSAP, £ 2-50 each) 

' .. 

4 :  •·· 
• 

The mos t  impres s ive a s pe c t  of the firs t four books in wha t is  to be � rolling 
programme of books who s e  authors have been given ' the orief to take ·a bala nced 
view of sub j ec ts rem·a ining on the fringe of s cience is · tha t they have been · 
written s ens ibly by s ens ible people . I t  is all too e a sy to s e•s a tionali ze any 
s ub je c t  which can be loos ely dubbed anomalous phenomena- , and this s eries , to . . 

·qu� t� the p\J.blis her . n a ims to proride up- to.:.. da te , impartial and . compreh-ens ive _as s es s-
ments of the evidence for a par ticular phenomeno n . n The various authops havE? . 
o'bviously been s ele c'ted becaus e  of their known tra ck record a s  wri teri a�d res earc­
hers , par ticularly in this cas e  the B ords , whos e ·  nAlien Animal s n  and _''Bigfoo t 
File" ma de them an obvious choice . S trangely to the public no doub t  ( though no t s o ,  
perhaps , to . tho s e  .who. know them) i s  their being the only ones to" decline ending 
with· a pers on�l overv.iew of their s ub j e c t . 

. . Two of th� s e  books focus on· flying sa ucers . S eries editor Hilary Evans . ha.s · tl1,e 
· unenviable t:ask of condens ing a mul titude of ill,O tpeories in hi� . �ook and p.oes s o  
. . admirably within the cons tra ints . He covers· a large number : of .cas e:r· his tories . .  in 

abbrevia te d form and then analys es the evidence '• It is ·, of cour-s e , . a · . hard task but 
allows the rea der to choos e whfch · avenues may · be the mos t fertile for . fur ther 
pers onal inves tiga tion . Having s een in broa d _ daylight close to an ob j e c t  which 
gave every impres � ion of _being a s olid di�tc of non-Ear th te.chnology manufa qture and 
handled by an int·e1ligeiwe I applaud Evans ., .las t .para_graph conclus ion he· ·· '-hm no 
o ther answer tha n to s upp o s e  cer ta in s ig;ht_ings are of alien origin . · · 

Na turally he covers j us t  about all the pther p o s sffibili ties -- parti cularly 
s ocio-psychological ones , including Space Age hopes , folklore , s cience fic tion a nd 

· · ·. · E · . V , M . :yi�.ions :i� . this context . Thes e ,  of cours e ,  are the aub j ec t  of McClure·' s  
inves tiga �ion into Mari.an appari tions and the:i,.r implica tions �, 'He a dmits' hi's. 
" evidenc e"- is weak and thi s -- through no faul t  of his own -- is the lea s t 
i��eres ting book . Maybe i t  is j us t  aneddo tal but I have heard he ha d received 
�.dme s trange religious experience hims elf . · 

tT ohn Rimmer '. s book, however ,  wa s one I .rea d  with grea t �nteres t ,.  His heal thy s cep­
ticism I c ondone , and his editing Magonia · ha-s giv�n him _ the gro�ding not to .. too 

. eas ily endors e s uch emperor ' s  new clo thes -as  the birth tralima hypo thesis . It is 
tightly written and erudite in its conne c ting the white s lave · tra de abduc tion 
rumour aici·"in par ticular E dgar Morin ' s  Orleans . . s tudy .  Hearten;ii?-gly he ignores 

· ' Frank J ohris on'  s " The jano s Pe ople" but does no t give J ohn Mic.hell recognitiop. for mdoc 
being the f irs t - to link the . fa�ry tra di tion and UFO s . However , and I really mus t 
empha s i ze · .this , apprecia ti?:lg , the co:ncertihn dis cipline applied to the ma terial , tha t 

· ' the · �hamanis tic cho s en one a s pect  is woefully underplayed o I t  may no t be the card 
to- - w:i,.n · the: game but this is an a ce t�rown · away � . · 

The B ords are e qually enthus ias -f".::· �but they are · als o true prof e s sionals . Th�y 
provide informa tive references and leave it  to the reader very much to de cide . In a 
way I a dmire th�m for no t being tempted to give pers onal pontifica tions . However , 
.l j us t  would not be abl_e . .  to :fes is t it in the � ame s i tua tion . 

" iMPRIS ONED IN PARAD IS E "  THE · CEPU POEMS and " TALES FROM FIERY MOUNTAINS " 
b CHRIS .ASHTON · 'l!,LASH · FLOOD PRES S • £1-50 from author c Ja.lan . 

· · Kapten ·Tendeari, 1e;  Jakarta S el a tan, Indonesia ) . . . . . · 
.. - . . . . 

. 

This is a picares que b�ch of bookle ts overflowing. - wi th zes·t . for · l'i:fe ( often low 
life ) , drunkennes s ,  whoremongering , viol;�nce :, pa inful ma s sa ge ,  na s ty · i:ns e 6 ts .and a 

. full evoca tion of the mys teri�nis Ea s t  •. · · 

There ' s  a vivid s e quence of "Red India n: Princes sH poems [iibout· a full-:bloo ded 
Oriental girl trying to \les terni ze lJ.er l ooks , ye t co-ntemp tuous of the poet ' s  VD 
Rus s ian roulette fears a nd his ins is tence on his contraceptive de terrent for his 
pers onalized Cruis e mis s ile . 
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. rr·he , · s � c ond . bo<;>k · h� s ·poems with a different . . pac·e . S orrie read like B ob Dylan ' s  early 
· sle.evenotes and ' ' 'Fiery Mo�tain S ong" reminded me of nHard Ra:Ln '  s A Go�·nia ·Fall . " 

I , .._  • • . 

Chris ·s paht thr:ee months .in · Indonesia -- where he ' s  returned -- and the ; . poems are 
a rt!_-cord:- of: · the ·impa·c t thfl. t country and, cul tur� had on his Vf es tern .per,eptions . All 
'true s tories , · ·he· s a-.Y-_�,;, .. :. ��cl. ·�he. · P.�-�-�u,r� of th.e ·toples s  wonen he s ent me assures me 

. mus t · have .enj oyed  hims elf_ !-- · 

•• C ,·. I • 

STOP PRESs :· " Los t . in The Mis t" and "The Re tlirn to the · chamber :of Horr.ors " 
is Chris ' �  la.�;;_k.::t s et_. · 'of pomns � Much is expres sions of - dis content at  .the people and 

· �utlook o� Brit�in in 1984 . NQ wonder _ he ' s  got· out aga�n;- same pribe , same · ��dres s . 

Mll.GAZINES MAGAZINES Mt.�.GAZINES 
MA.GONIA. An editorial dismissive of FLYING SJ.�.UCER REVIEi1' as being any longer 

a serious UFO publica tion crowns W�GONIA as now being the claimant to tha t throne , 
as a s erious and independent j ournal . However , you need  go .Jd eyesight to read 15 . 
No . 15 . The French are now a respe cted and formidable for ce in ufology,  unafraid 
of embra cing new conceprts and opening up new horizons . Ja c ques S corneaux here gives 
an overview of French thought on the us e of the psych- sociological hypothesis . Anot­
her Frenchman, Thierry Pinvidic , gives his �pinions of Chines e attention to UFOs and 
a book on the sub ject  devoted to China . Pe ter Rogerson -- always a s timula ting writer 
-- as s es s es the changes in hos own perception of the UFO experience and despite the 
title , " It ' s All in the Mind" he emphasizes  this is not s o e Plus intelligent letters 
column and incis ive book: reviews . No .. 16 . " Myth" of ufology theme in contr-
ibutions from Hilary Evans , Peter Rogers on and Ian Cres swell . No . 17 is to 
examine the current pos ition of the extraterres trial theory in ufological thought . 
S ub £2 for 4 is sues ; U . S . 5 dollars . Che ques or money orders to be made payable to 
John Rimmer . Addres s 64 Alric Avenue , New Malden, Surrey, KT3 4JVf o 

THE SYMBOL . Flagship of the Pennick publishing empire expires .  No . 5 .  Worth 
s eeking a copy for Robert Anton Wils on ' s thoughts on "Holy Blood, Holy Grail" . Als o  
fly agaric and Old Mother Redcap , Green Man ,  and 2 3  and 33ology . No . 6 .  R . I . P. 
Reprint of Prudence Jones ' "Eight and Nine" Norse  s a cred number thes is . The S awards 
feature interes ting founda tion sacrifice ma terial . Plus fylfor ( swas tika ) ; reas on 
for Libran dove ; Jews in Canterbury. P .S o My " puritan pagan" tag was tongue-in- cheek. 
The " I? ! "  should have made this obvious . Full lis t of ma terial available from 
Nigel at 142 Pheas ant Ris e ,  Bar Hill , Cambridge . 

STONEHENGE VIEWPOINT . Ma ga zine on news print dealing with archaeology, as tronomy ,  
geology and rela ted arts and s ciences . No . 62 . Dra gon theme issue . E ditor 
D onald Cyr ' s on " the Trail of the Dragon ' s  Eye'' is  a reprint of earlier ma teria 
S .V .  with updated ma terial . Dragon Eye lines at S ilbury and Overton Hill are 
covered and there is a us eful as sessment of current literature on dragonlore . 
There ' s  als o  his trip to S t  Ann ' s Head and convers a tions with J . G .. vfilliams and 
Prof . R . J . C . Atkins on. The archive pie�e by Is aa c N. Vail ( a  grea t influence on Cyr) 
covers the s erpent and draBon in canopy sys tem analys is c Plus specula tive piece on 
pos s ible Wiltshire obs ervatory ;  an archaeologi s t  on S tonehenge ; John G o  Williams on 
his SCEMB line sys tem of aligned prehis toric only s ites nnd high incidence of s olar 
angles ; deciphering the County Durham S eaton amulet ; ancient meas uring units ; King 
Arthur . There is las o a comprehens ive book order s ervice with controMers ial items a 
speciality .  S ub 1 0  dollars for 14 is sues U . S . From 2821 De  L a  Vina S treet ,  
S anta Barbnra , Calif . , 931C5 , U. S .A . U � K. agent is L . C .  S mith ,  16  S ols tic Ris e ,  
J;unesbury, 1Vilts . ,  SP4 7NQ a 

PENDRAGON. Journal of the Pendragon S ociety . Covers multiplicity of .Arthurian 
themes in a lively , varied and well laid out maga zine . Vol XVI, No . 2 .  
Penceffyl edition o Jeremy Hn rte contributes one of his gas cinating folklore art­
icles -- now becoming ubiquitous -- here on Bndbury Rings ; a contender as Mons 
Badonicus . The la te Sam Brews ter ' s  his tory of Britain in the 5 th century continues . 
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: There ' s  P .. K. J ohns tone 1 s reprint fDJJm · S .. V ��  of one of his Rio thamus. · writings and 

· on a :more frivolous no te a " war ' corres pondent ' s " dispatches on ·a,·: mock ba ttle :fought 
in Leices t�rahire •. .. There ' s : ple�ty of wide-ranging deba te and comment in :th� .. lengthy 

: :reader:-s} : ietters s e c tion , includi� ".Holy Bl?od" _ and Ba dpn ; the latter ti),pic also 
ref,erre d  to in points . . made by the +.-at!3 D Ef s mo�d Hos kins ., Mis qellane ous items appear 
in the " No tic eboard" and " Old News " - - a deliber a te mis nom�r ; and there are mentions · 
qf periodicals with Chris Lovegrove giving extended mentions to o therz mags' containmg 
·articles 'on ·the Ma t ter of B ri taih. , · . ' '  Vol •. · '�, Nos . :  5/4 .. Fil:'s t part of this double 
is sue deals with the ambiguous· and.·. ·;controvers ial figure of ·Elen/Helen/S :t· Helen. 
E ditor · ChriS · L ove grov-e ·s e ts the 's eerie wi th an overall pers pe c'ti ve and there• .!are 
interes ting articles and le tters on the s·ub j e ct . The volume 4 par t  focus es on 
" grave s tones " in po t-pourri fashion. Sub £5 for 4 is sues ; . 9 dollars . U .. S. , ;  and 
includes S o ciety members hip . C orrespondence tc:r ' The ' s·e cre tary� · 29 · Roslyn ·RO'ad� · 

' Re dlan�·, Bris.tol , BS6 6NJ .. 
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